
PROUDLY SERVING ANIMALS SINCE 1869

The Montreal SPCA’s mission consists of protecting animals from 
neglect, abuse and exploitation; representing their interests and 
ensuring their well-being; and last but not least, raising public aware-
ness and helping develop compassion for all sentient beings.
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A WORD FROM THE DIRECTOR

In April, Élise Desaulniers was appointed Interim Executive Director at the Montreal SPCA. Three months later, in July, her 

position was made permanent. She is one of the instigators of the Animals are Not Things manifesto, which led to an amend-

ment to the Civil Code of Quebec explicitly recognizing animals as sentient beings. The Montreal SPCA is delighted to be able 

to count on her expertise on a permanent basis.  

Élise Desaulniers

Executive Director

A YEAR FULL OF VICTORIES FOR ANIMALS

The beginning of 2017 was difficult for the Montreal SPCA. 

In addition to the City of Montreal’s breed-specific legisla-

tion (BSL), Quebec introduced Bill 128, which included a  

province-wide breed ban. Early July, when many people 

move to a new apartment or house, was another challenging 

time. Since only 4.2% of all landlords accept tenants with 

dogs, many animals are abandoned at this point in the year. 

For shelters like the Montreal SPCA that take these animals 

in, finding adopters for dogs that were potentially targeted 

by the municipal or provincial breed bans became more 

challenging than ever.

A few months later, Valérie Plante was elected Mayor of 

Montreal. This was the first time in history that animal wel-

fare issues had become so important in public debate. The 

Plante administration quickly honoured its promises by  

ending the municipal breed ban and maintained its commit-

ment to abolishing the horse-drawn carriage industry in the 

City.

Also in 2017, Jean-Luc Rodier, the owner of Visons JNJ Inc., 

a Montérégie fur farm on which a Montreal SPCA criminal 

investigation had been carried out, was found guilty of three 

counts of animal cruelty and neglect. To the Montreal SPCA’s 

knowledge, this is the first time a fur farmer has ever been 

convicted of animal cruelty in Canada.

On a more personal note, this year was also an important 

one for myself as I was appointed Executive Director of the 

Montreal SPCA. I was fortunate to join a strong team of do-

nors, volunteers and staff who care about the welfare of all 

animals. The victories of recent months confirm that our 

hard work over the past 150 years is paying off and give us 

the energy to continue working in the same direction.

We will continue fighting for better protection for animals. 

We will continue our valuable investigative work, our aware-

ness campaigns and the development of our spay and neuter 

clinic. Over the next few months, we will also be introducing 

new programs that will allow us to save even more lives.

We are at a pivotal moment in history. Now more than 

ever, animal issues make the news. Now more than ever,  

Quebeckers say they care about animal welfare. The 

Montreal SPCA team is determined to be at the heart of this 

revolution.

	



On June 11th, the seventh edition of the annual Snout & About 

walk brought hundreds of people and dogs together on 

Mount Royal. Under a beautiful blue sky, we had a great time 

and raised over $55,000 to help stop cruelty and injustice to 

animals.

On September 9th, the Montreal SPCA held its first Pop-up 

sale with several local artists on hand. The event allowed us 

to raise nearly $5,000 to support our fight against the breed 

ban. At this unique event, hundreds of people purchased ac-

cessories and food for their four-legged friends and enjoyed 

delicious vegan barbecue items and sweets.

With the theme “UTOPIA – a world where everything’s  

possible”, the fourth edition of the Beasts of Fashion gala was 

held on November 9th at Gare Dalhousie in Montreal. In the 

enchanting setting of the Cirque Éloize premises, more than 

400 people enjoyed delicious vegan delights and admired 

our precocious pooches as they strutted in their usual grand 

style. The prestigious evening was hosted by animal-lover 

and Quebec television star Karl Hardy, as well as web-video 

creators Lili Boisvert and Judith Lussier. This fundraising 

evening, which promoted love and compassion for all ani-

mals, raised more than $238,000.

BEASTS OF FASHION GALA SNOUT & ABOUT

POP-UP SALE

A big thank you to our sponsors and partners for their support during our events:

Centre Vétérinaire Laval / Centre Vétérinaire Rive-Sud, Royal Canin Canada, Petsecure Pet Health Insu-

rance, PWL Capital inc., Mondou, I love Tyler Madison, Lapointe Rosenstein Marchand Melançon, Lacrem 

and i24 Call Management Solutions. 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
IN 2017



2017 REVENUES

The Montreal SPCA is a registered charity that depends on donations from the 

public to carry out its mission. In 2017, 31,520 individual donors and 373 chari-

table organizations and companies lent us a generous helping hand. Our monthly 

donation program “Paw Partners” continues to be a success, with 4,767 monthly 

donors. The Montreal SPCA is extremely grateful to all its generous donors.

31,520 individual donors

4,767 monthly donors

373 charitable organizations and companies

To view our 2017 financial statements, see the electronic version of the 
report available at spca.com. 
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STERILIZATION CLINIC

The mission of the Mittens-Montreal SPCA 

Targeted Permanent Sterilization Clinic, su-

pervised by head veterinarian Dr. Gabrielle 

Carrière, is to help counter the animal over-

population in Quebec by offering discounted 

sterilization services to animal guardians 

with limited financial resources. Did you 

know that, thanks to this clinic, approxima-

tely 40 animals are spayed or neutered daily, 

six days a week?

TNRM

Launched in 2010, the Trap-Neuter- 

Release-Maintain (TNRM) program is a hu-

mane, effective and low-cost way to reduce 

stray cat overpopulation. It is the result of a 

partnership between the Montreal SPCA and 

citizens of various cities and boroughs, who 

have seen the positive effects of this method 

over the years. The proof: this year alone, 

1,064 street cats were sterilized through this 

program, which represents thousands fewer 

homeless kittens in urban areas.

ANIMAL CARE

Founded in Montreal in 1869, the Montreal SPCA was the first animal wel-

fare organization in Canada. The SPCA has come a long way since its be-

ginnings: today, it is the largest animal-protection organization in Quebec, 

speaking on behalf of animals wherever there is ignorance, cruelty, exploi-

tation or neglect.

*Number of feral cats sterilized in our TNRM program. 
**Number of animals spayed or neutered in our targeted sterilization program.

Day after day, our veterinary team continues to play an essential role in en-

suring the well-being of our animals. The team’s main objective is to provide 

high-quality medical and emergency care to our animals. Whether it is an 

examination, a basic vaccination, a deworming, an emergency intervention 

or a spay or neuter, our veterinarians and veterinary technicians demons-

trate compassion and kindness to every animal.

In 2017, the Montreal SPCA treated and cared for 14,759 animals, many 

of whom had been abused, neglected, lost, injured, or needed to be spayed 

or neutered.
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Montreal SPCA animal protection officers are charged with enforcing the provisions of the Criminal Code dealing with crimes 

against animals, as well as Quebec’s provincial animal welfare legislation, namely the Animal Welfare and Safety Act and the 

Regulation respecting the safety and welfare of cats and dogs.

Every year, the Montreal SPCA’s Investigations Division receives thousands of complaints and reports. In 2017, over 30,000 

animals of a range of species received a visit from our staff and 1,400 new investigations were opened. In total, the inves-

tigations team removed 416 animals from their environments, and its investigations resulted in about twenty convictions. 

INVESTIGATIONS DIVISION

In early November, Montreal SPCA inspectors removed five 

cats from their home following an animal neglect convic-

tion. Their owner was issued a prohibition order forbidding 

him from having any animals in his possession in the future. 

Upon their arrival at the shelter, the cats were taken into 

the care of our veterinary team, and were vaccinated, ste-

rilized and put up for adoption. Thanks to our devoted staff, 

the cats have since been adopted and have found a second 

chance at happiness with their new families.

TWO CASES WITH A HAPPY ENDING

In November, a Montérégie fur farmer, Jean-Luc Rodier,  

was found guilty of three counts of animal cruelty and 

neglect thanks to a criminal investigation led by the 

Montreal SPCA. This is the first time that a fur farmer has 

ever been convicted of animal cruelty in Canada.

A FIRST IN CANADA

Four years after the seizure of 84 dogs in a very poor state, 

a former Montérégie puppy mill was finally found guilty of 

19 offences under Quebec’s animal welfare legislation at 

the Saint-Jean-sur-Richelieu courthouse. The commercial 

breeding operation was found guilty of charges relating to 

the dogs’ housing conditions and lack of veterinary care. 

The puppy mill owner was sentenced to pay over $20,000 

in fines and is prohibited from having custody of more than 

two animals at a time for the rest of her life. As for the dogs 

seized, they are currently enjoying life in loving, adoptive 

homes.



ANIMAL ADVOCACY

In 2017, the stakes in the fight against the municipal breed bans became  

higher with the introduction of Bill 128, a province-wide concern. To 

stop the adoption of this bill, the SPCA launched the My Dog My Family 

campaign, which was supported by several members of the organization  

Athletes for Animals, including Kelly and David Backes, Marc-Edouard Vlasic 

and David Perron.

Despite the measures proposed by the provincial government, good news 

reached the people of Montreal when it was announced on December 20th, 

2017 that the City of Montreal officially suspended the breed ban adopted 

by the previous municipal administration.

In January, in response to the publication 

of the weak proposed amendments to the 

Canadian legislation governing the treat-

ment of farm animals during transport, the 

Montreal SPCA, in partnership with the Bri-

tish Columbia SPCA, launched a campaign 

– humanetransport.ca – to demand better 

protection for farm animals. This campaign 

proposes to align Canadian legislation with 

international standards, since the proposed 

amendments do not adequately protect the 

700 million animals transported annually 

over long distances while being exposed to 

extreme weather conditions and subjected 

to painful handling techniques.

MY DOG MY FAMILY

MAKE FUR HISTORY

HUMANE TRANSPORT

Make Fur History is a seasonal campaign 

aimed at raising awareness of the plight of 

animals in the commercial fur trade and en-

couraging consumers to shop cruelty-free 

when looking to purchase winter coats and 

accessories. Visit makefurhistory.com to 

learn more.

CUT THE CHAIN

This year once again, the SPCA continued 

its Cut the Chain campaign aimed at persua-

ding the provincial government to prohibit 

the permanent chaining of dogs in Quebec. 

Unfortunately, thousands of dogs spend 

their entire lives chained outdoors, relent-

lessly exposed to gusts of snow and extreme 

cold – in full legality. Nearly 35,000 people 

have already participated in this campaign, 

which will continue until the situation  

improves.

In August, as part of Montreal’s 375th anniversary celebrations, a rodeo 

took place in the old port. Yet rodeos have no cultural or historical connec-

tion to our city, and, more importantly, subject animals to fear, stress, 

and undue risk of injury or even death. In response, the Montreal SPCA 

launched Montreal Alive and Rodeo Free, an awareness-raising campaign 

that did not go unnoticed by the public and the media. Fortunately, thanks 

in part to the public’s strong opposition, the Montreal’s urban rodeo will 

not become an annual event. But the fight is still far from over, as the SPCA 

continues working to put an end to rodeos province-wide. 

MONTREAL ALIVE 
AND RODEO-FREE 



Volunteers make a significant contribution 

to the Montreal SPCA’s operations. Their 

support and dedication are essential to 

the accomplishment of its mission. These  

valued allies allow us to offer a range of 

services that go far beyond the traditio-

nal role attributed to animal shelters. The 

SPCA is fortunate to be able to count on 

350 volunteers who assist the shelter  

seven days a week throughout the year.

VOLUNTEERS

The Montreal SPCA has been offering 

youth programmes to the public since 

September 2017 thanks to its partnership 

with ENGAGE: Animal Welfare Education. 

This non-profit organization is dedicated 

to changing the way the next generation 

thinks about animals. To learn more about 

this program, visit engageanimal.org/en.

On November 5th, Projet Montréal, led by Valérie Plante, was elected to 

the mayorship of Montreal. The SPCA is pleased that a party whose agenda  

gives prominence to animal issues has been brought to power. The SPCA 

intends to work with Valérie Plante’s administration to implement certain 

projects as quickly as possible, namely phasing-out of Montreal’s carriage 

horse industry and ending the municipal Breed-Specific Legislation (BSL). 

This election marked the beginning of a collaboration between the City and 

the SPCA to develop progressive regulations, tackle the overpopulation of 

domestic animals and ensure the welfare of all animals in our community.

YOUTH PROGRAM

MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS: HISTORICAL ON 
SEVERAL LEVELS

Follow the Montreal SPCA | @SPCAMontreal

Every year, the Montreal SPCA grows its social media presence. In 2017, the 

SPCA reached the 100,000-follower benchmark on Facebook and continues 

to connect with thousands of people on Instagram and Twitter. On average, 

the Montreal SPCA attracts nearly 70,000 visitors a month on spca.com. 

THE MONTREAL SPCA ONLINE

A MEMORABLE YEAR

The Montreal SPCA also wishes to thank 

our 2017 Board of Directors for their 

wonderful support and guidance:

Nancy Breitman    Isabelle Brodeur  

Leonard Freedman    Dre Kim Langlois

Pierre A. Lessard,  treasurer

Lucy Modesti, secretary

Samira Sakhia, chair

Marc-André Saucier-Nadeau  
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